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From

HARAPRASAD SASTRI,
To
C. R. Wirson, Esq.,
Honorary Secretary to the Asiatic Society of Bengal,
Dated, Naihats, the 18th November, 1894
Srz,

With reference to Bengal Government letter No. 1236, General,
(Education), dated the 5th April, to your address, conveying the sanc-
tion of the. Government of India to the continuation of the grant for
the conservation of Sanskrit MSS., up to 81st March, 1895, I beg to
submit the following report of the operations in search of Sanskrit
MSS. for the last three years, and request that you will kindly lay

it before the Council of the Asiatic Society.

I wag_appointed to take charge of the operations in search of
Sanskrit MSS,, by the Council, which met in July, 1891, immediately
after the death of Rﬁj&»Rajag@dﬂ Mitra. I submitted a report on
the 28th January, 1892, for a perfod of three years from the date of
the Raja’s last report. It included istory of & portion of my
work from August to January. For convenience’ sake.l would begin
my present report from the date of my appointment, thus trssdl
over some ground already traversed.

East Bengal was the area selected by me for the search of MSS.
The District of Maimensing has been surveyed, with the exception of
the Sub-division, Tangail. One of my travelling pandits visited Tip-
para ‘thrice, and remained there for about five months. The little
work that was expected at the town of Barissal has been done. In
Dacca, Sondrgaon and Vikrampur have been carefully surveyed, with
the exception of a few collections which require my presence for ex-
amination. Besides these operations in Kast Bengal, two sub-divi-
sions in Midnapore, one in Burdwan, and two in Bankira have been
surveyed. In Chidprd, the Hatwa Ré&j has been surveyed, with the
exception of the collections, the owners of which were not present
when I or my travelling pandit was there. Though Rajshah{ ab-
sorbed the greater part of the attention of Raja Rajendralil Mitra,
yet my pandit found so much work there as to occupy him fully for
two months. One excursion was made into Manbhim, but the result
being very unsatisfactory it was not repeated. Excursions were also
made into several places in Metropolitan districts, sometimes w.th

. eminent success. :
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The areas inhabited by higher class Hindus in Ancient Bengal
are divided into Samdjas or communities, for the purposes of Hindu
social and religious celebrations. On the occasion of any ceremony
requiring the presence of learned Brahmans, those belonging to the local
Samdj only were invited. But on exceptionally grand ceremonies
Brahmans from other Samdjas too, used to be invited. As may be
expected, Nadia and Vikrampur, the Ancient Hindu capitals of
Bengal, were regarded as the most important Samdjas. Triveni, in
Hughli; Kumirhatta, in 24-Parginis : and Krishpanagar, in Hughli ;
Rajpore, in 24-Parginds ; Candradvipa, in Barigsal ; Vishnupur in
Bankira, were regarded as Samajas less in importance than the first
two, but having completely independent existence. Each Samdj had
some learned families at its head, from whom other Brahmans would
be proud of receiving instruction. My object from the beginning was
to survey these Samdjas and I have entirely succeeded with Vikrama-~
pur, Khinikul, and Vignpupnr. The survey of these places was
almost a house-to-house survey. Not a single family, in whose pos-
session MSS. could be expected, has been loft unvisited, except for
some special reason. The survey of the Hatwa Raj, too, has been a
house-to-house survey. The result of these surveys, both ag regards
collection of notices of MSS,, and acquisition of MSS., will be given
in the following pages. )

The. travelling pandits were furnished each with a copy of the
“ Catalogus Catalogorum,” with printed lists of MSS. noticed by
Raja Rajendraldl Mitra, a MS. list of MSS, purchased by him, and
o copy of Mahamahopiadhyiya Mahecs Candra Nyiyaratna, C. LE.s
report on the Tols of Bengal. The list of pandits in the latter
report, though not complete, was a great help to the travelling Pandit,
by pointing Gut to him where to go. Several learned Pandits and
r23pectable gentlemen in the Mofussil afforded willing help to the
Pandits and gave them much assistance. Of these, my thanks are
principally due to Pandits Prasanna Kumér Vidyaratna, the Secretary
to the Sarasvat’ Samdj, Dacca, and Pandit Cambhu Candra Vidya-
ratna, brother of the late lamented Pandit I¢vara Candra Vidya-
sigars, Bharat Riminuj Das, the Mohanta of Candra Koni, Babu
Dﬁleq Candra Sen, Head Master, Victoria School, Comilla and to
Babu Girfndranith Datta, Superintendent, Hatwa Raj. Pandit Kali-
krsna Vidyavinod of Krshpnapura, Sondrgong, went so far as to
send me 20 notices of MSS., prepared by himself, from various parts
of Dacca, where my Pandits failed to obtain access. Pandit Bahu-
ballabh Chatterji, of Benares, also sent some notices to help me, and
the Council has been pleased to appoint him in their Meeting of
February last, to write notices on contract.

MSS. are found with two classes of men, namely, with wealthy
men and with Pandits. Of the collections with rich men, five were
examined during the period under review, viz., Hatwa Raj collection,
Candra Kona collection, Roail collection, Mijpara collection, and
the Crinagara collection.

I myself examined the Hatwa collection, kept in the Temple of
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Gopdlji, in a hall named Sarasvati Bhavan, the abode of Sarasvati,
the goddess of learning, kept apart for the library, and for the study
of the Vedas. There are about 400 bundles, but many of these con-
tain printed books, there being a superstition prevalent in that pavt
of the country, that Sanskrit works shonld not remain without covers.
The Collection is new, made during the Maharijd’s lifetime, who takes
alively interest in them and knows almost every MS. by name, and often
gives mteresting acccunts of the places from, and the circumstances
under which, the originals were collected. Theve are two scribes
cmployed by the Mahardja, one a Kashmiri and the other a Hindustani
Bralman, who copy MSS. for him. There are many Purdnas, but
there is no new feature in them. There is an interesting collection of
MSS. of the Meldtmyas, 1.e., on the sacredness of different places of
pilgrimage. Wherover the Mahdraja goes on pilgrimage he takes paxr-
ticular carc to obtain a copy of the Mdahatmyas of the place. Of
these, the Migrite Mahdtmya is extremely interesting. Dadhici agreed
to give lis own heart-bone to the gods, to make the thunder with,
for the destruction of their great foe, Vrtra. There was no time to
lose, but Dadhici desived to bathe in all the T7rthas before expirving.
The gods, thevefore, asked all the Z7rthas to come together where Dad-
bici was, in the Naimisha forest on the Gomatl, and the T¢rthes, in
coming together, mixed up their waters, thus giving rise to the Migrite
Tirtha. There are some works of the Nimbdrka School of the Ved-
inta philosophy, such us, Scadharmdmrta-sindhu, Vedantaratnwmald, by
Ananta Bhatta, not known to Aufrecht, and some valuable commen-
taries by Kegava Bhatta. Thereis a more valuable collection of works
of the Nimbarka School, in the Monastery at Koiladeva, which has
not been as vet examined owing to the absence of the Mohiinta at
Vrndaban. The Mabirdji’s library is in chargo of one of the Pandits
of the Mahariji’s Sanskrit College, kept within the tewple compound.
It has a nominal catalogue for convenience of reference.

The Roail family of Dacea have been known for the last four ov
five generations as the great encouragers of Sanskrit learning, Old
pandits still speak in high praise of the muniticence of Rapmohan Riy.
In this family, about 400 bundles of M3, have been preserved. There
are some Tdntrik works in this eollection which are unique. Of these,

Civadvaite Tarapging and T7kshudkalpa, are unknown to Aufrecht. .

There is, however, a very interesting work, entitled Subhd Kuustubla,
by Ramndriyana Mitra Disa, a Kayastha, a work in nearly 5,000
Clokas. This was composed in Aurangzel’s time, under the order of
Harinariyan Riy, who held the important position of Bangidhikar
at Dacca. The present codex was transeribed in 1679, AD. It gives
a faithful idea of what an amount of knowledge was expccted frow
an educated Bengali gentleman of those days. The MSS. are kept iu
a masonry room, and greab care is taken for their preservation.

A third collection was examined at Crinagara, in Dacea, in the
house of the local zemindar, Babu Rijendraniriyan Basu, in which
was found one unique work, Kic¢itattva Prakicika, by Raghunithendra
Civa Yogi, not known to Aufrecht. There arc about 500 codices in

.
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this collection. It containg a unique grammar, Kaldpasird, by a
modern Pandit, Raimkumirs Vidyabhisana.

The collection at the Math at Candrakond, in the Ghintal Sub-
division of Midnapore, contained about 500 bundles, kept with great care
in the Ma¢h building. The Mohinta, Bharata Raménuja Das, as the
name shows, belongs to the Rimanuja School of Veddntists. He has
some love for collecting MSS., and was assiduous in helping the
‘travelling Pandit in obtaining information of, and getting access to,

rivate collections. Among other works, Nirdyandrecgratnamali, by

osvamin, Upavanavinoda, Janakigitd, by Grihari Kcaryya, in imitation
of Gitagovinda, Adhikdra Samgraha, by Venkatanatha Vedanticaryya,
with a commentary entitled Vratabodhavrtti, by Vaisnava, are not
found in Aufrecht’s ¢ Catalogus Catalogorum.”

At Majipari, in Dacca, in the family of Babu Risavihiri Ray, a
relation of Babu Térikicor Ray, the Deputy Inspector of Schools, Dac-
ca, were found some very rare tdnirik works, namely, dgamatattva-
vilés, by Raghunith Tarkavigica; and Kdlisarvasva Semputa, by
Crfkrsna Vidyalankara, Klasanhitd and Mahamokgatantra.

Of the MSS. in the possession of Pandits and Vaidyas, the lar-
gest collection was found in the house of Pandit Candrakanta Tarka-
lapkdra, of Serpore in Mymensing. It is kept in a mat-house, but is
taken great care of. It contains a large number of works on the
Kalapa School of Sanskrit Grammar, Agoucadipiki, by Cyimasundar;
and Mrtyunjayagitd, are unique.

o The late Pandit Rima-nirafijana Svimi, of Cigva, in Hatwa, pos-
sessed alarge collection of MSS., which is now in the hands of
Raghavaprasid Migra. Ramaniraiijan renounced the world and be-
came a Sannyas{, and the Maharajd had the highest regard for him. His
Tol, or the hut in which he used to teach, has been converted by the
Mahirija into a respectable masonry building, for the teaching of
Sanskrit. The MSS.' are kept in a big wooden chest, and number
about 200. The collection contains many unique works, such as
Nirpaydmrta, by Ram Candra, Bhaigajya-rasémrta  Samhita, by
Upendra, Manohdrinf, by Udayakara, a complete Commientary on
Naisadha Carita, Datta Siddhdnta Mafijari, by Vialakrsna.

Pandit Jagadev, of Harapur, in Hatwa, has a large collection of
Jyotisa works, of which Muhurttabhisana, by Rima-sevaka Trivedi;
Dairajia-manohar, by Laksmidhar, are unknown to Aufrechs.

Gopil Cakravarttl, the commentator of (Qrimad-bhdgavat and
Adhydtmya Rémdyana is a well-known person in Midnapore. He flou-
rished about 150 years ago, at Jadupore, in the Ghéntil Sub-division.
With this family was found a large collection of MSS., in the posses-
sion of Rajeridra Gosvami. The collection is remarkable for the large
number of Purinas and Tantras it contains, It confains a large work
on Jyotisa, entitled Jyotiratna, which is unique.

. Ny:iiz/la Rutroddhdra, by NVicaspati Micra, is a very remarkable
work, showing the S#étras of Gautama, which Vacaspati con-
sidered as authentic. It has been found at Kuran, in the Ghéntél

Sub-division, with Pandit Ambikicaran Vidyisigara. With this
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Pandit has also been found a work, entitled Nobyadharma Pradépa,
by Krpérima, who flourished, near Calcutta, in the last century.

T@rarahasya, by Rajendra, unknown to Aufrecht, was found at
Ajavanagar, in the collection of Pandit Ig¢in-candra Vicaspati.

Quddhi Muktavalz, by Bhim ; Jyotihsira and Quddhipradipika, by
Krsnadeva Smartavagica, were found with Pandit Guruprasanna
Vidyéaratna, in Radhanagar, Pargana Bagdi.

The Garbeta Sub-division of Midnapore was long celebrated as
the headquarters for the study of Jyotisa in Bengal, and the village of
Khunveda was long regarded as the chief place in the Pargani for its
study. Amkadarga, by Krpiarama; Adgkaciddmani, by Barabamihira;
Arthakaumudi, a commentary on the Quddhidipiki, of Crinivisa, by
Ctanapatibhatta ; Dipiképrakiga, by Visnudatta, a commentary on the
Cuddhidipika, of Crinivisa; Bhdvdrthae Mafijars, a commentary on the
Jatakapaddhati, of Cripati, by Acyuta; A'yuhprabodhini, by Radhikry-
sna, are works on Jyotise found in this place, unknown as yet to the
learned world even by name. Nakdrapradipa, by Sarasvat{ Kan-
thabharang a work on Grammar ; Tuntrardje, by Kagirim Vacaspati,
were also found at the same place.

Khianakul-Krgnanagar, in the Jahinibad Sub-Division of the
Hugli District, was long regarded as the head of a Pandit Samaj in
‘Western Bengal. Naridyana Banerji, and his son Krgnadeva, raised
the Samdj to great eminence by their numerous works on modern Smrts.
Smrtisarvasva, by Nardyana Banerji, is regarded as a hand-book for
reference by those who follow Raghunandan, Khandkul is still re-
garded as a place of Sanskrit learning. Our work at this place is
still incomplete, becaunse the travelling Pandit visited the place duri
last year’s innundations, and at a time when. one of the chief family o
Pandits was plunged in deep sorrow, owing to the loss of an only son.
Tantra Sambsiptacandrika, g{ Bhavanigankar, and Krtpidavivarana,
by Raghuvira Banerji; ZTithivivekatékd, by Orinatha Acaryya
Cudamanl Visantiviveka, by Cdlapini, in Jyotisa, were the only unique
works as yet found there.

Bhaltijaydrnava, by Raghunandan, (4gulochan, by Mukundarima,
Gunavivrtiviveka, by Vidyavagica ; Dattakatattvanirnaya, by Hari-
nith Mi¢ra, Kd¢ibhisydmrta, by Ramaratna; and Swmrtitativa-
nirpaya, by Rimbhadra, were unique works found in Maimensing.
Gupta Vrndivanarahasya, by Haricaran; Govinda Kalpalatd, by
Camiricaryya, Caitanya vilisimrta, by Nandakumér Gosvimi; Man-
traratndvalt, by Vidyadhar; Bhaktirasirpave, by Krgnadss, were
found at Vishnupur in Bankura. Jieyarthasira, by Krsna, an
elaborate treatise on the various topics of the Hindu Qdstras ; Jataka-~
dipa, by Lauhityegvara Sen, Cikitsdraina, by Jagannatha Datta, and
Cikitsasaradipika, by Harananda; Mugdhabodha, by Raghunandan
—three works on. Hindu Medicine, Narajanma-laksan, by Vidhyarnava,
Sarvasédhirana Praminatattve, and Vikyagovinda, by Ramegvara
Sen, Vararucivrtti, by Vararuci; Vaidya-manoramd, by Ramkrsna
Bhatta, Vaidyovallabh, by Qrikinta Das, Harikellkalivati, a poem ;
Jogakalpalatika, by Ramgati Sen ; Rahasydrthaprakiga, by Jagadica ;
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Dipikaprakaga, by Raghaviciryya; Rasakalpalatd, by Mahananda ;
Cundradiita, a poem by Grikrsua Tarkalagkira; Sedvaidyabharvdvall,
by Jagannith Gupta;  Bhramaradita, by Rudra Nyiyavicaspati,
Kiradite, by Ramgopdl; Tithyadividhisamgraha, by Raghittama
Tarkagivomani; Karmopadegt, by Civarim Tarkapaficinan, Qic
rahmikdcdrasira, by Jadavendra Carmd, written by the order of
Raghudeva, who is termed ¢Gauda-mahimahendra,” were found at
Dacea.

Stargasidhan, by Raghunandan Bhattichiryya, at my own
house at Naihitl, Ekadagi-viveka, by Cidlapini, at Barisal, Profyaksc-
didhitiprasirvini, by Krsnadis Sarvabhauma, at Bhitpira, Brahma-
samskara mafjarl, by Nariyan, the founder of the Bhatpari Thakur
family, Qraddhadipik, by Bhima, at Visuupur, @rf Rédhisudhdani-
dhi, by Hita-havivamea Gosvami; Craddhapradipa, by Pradyumni-
ciryya, copied in 1526, are some of the other works not found in
Aufrecht.

In enumerating unique works in the above, no notice has been
taken of the new #ikds on Deviméhdtmya, Anandalaharistotra, Mahim-
nahstava, and Amarakosa, which are to be found almost everywhere.
These four works, were, in fact, the great favourites with the Pandits of
Bengal.

gl‘he works mentioned in the “ Catalogus Catalogorum  may be
divided into three classes:— Works fully described by well-known
scholars like Weber, Aufrecht, Eggeling, Peterson, Biihlar, Bhandar-
kar, and Ri's R4S A=08" 1 worlis Jaseribed in mere lists like those
of Oppert, I} +ivwe- -Q; D' iag'~» and others; and works known
only by quotations. I have not as yet mentioned any works of any of
these three classes. The works mentioned above are perfectly un-
known to tho author of the “ Catalogus.”” I have taken pains to
cxclude works alrcady fully described by any competent scholar.
The majority of the notices made during the three years under review
belong to the second and third classes of works mentioned above.
The notices made up to date amount to nearly 1,400. Of these,
about 100 are notices of Juina works, from Benares. One hundred,
of  Vedic works coming from the same place, About 150 Jyotis
works, mostly from the Bigti Pargand, in Midnapore, 100 Tantrika
works from Vikrampur and other places in East Bengal, 100
notices of works already in the Government Collection, and the
vost are from various parts of Bengal on the subjects of Nydya, Smyti,
Kidvya, Vyakarana, and so on. These notices will form three volumes,
the contents of which have been alphabetically arranged and are
ready for the Press; unfortunately, I have not yet been able to
finish the index volume of R&ji Rajendralila Mitra’s work. It is
very difficult to correct the list of Manuscripts left by the late Rajd.
Many Manuscripts have been given fanciful names, and I have often
to read the whele volume through to ascertain the real name of a work.
For instance, there is a MS.which is registered as Pratigrayaddnam, but
thatis the name of only the last chapter of the work which runs through
about o page. Bach leal of the M. contains the initials of the name, Dd.
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M. I worked through the codex and could not fix any name to it, and I
remained satisfied with giving a description only. The first and the last
leaves of old palm-leaf MSS, are often worn off. If 8o, it becomes ex-
tremely difficult to ascertain the name of the work. A Nyiya MS.
wag brought to me one day, and I sent it to the Paudits of Bhatpiri,
but in vain. But in working through it, I at last found it to be
Varddhamina’s Commentary on Nydyakusumdfijali. While passing
this list of MSS. through the Press, 4, 5 or 6 MSS. are almost every
day sent me to my office from the Society’s Rooms by my Pandit, and
1 have to work through them.

The number of Manuscripts purchased during the three years
under review, is 980. Of these the most important come from Nepal ;
their number is sixteen. Eight of them are Buddhist works, and eight
Hindu. Eight of these works are absolutely unknown to the world ;
and none of these sixteen were coEied later than the year 1500 ; some
dating so far back as 1026. The most important Buddhist works
are Commentaries on the Bodhicaryydvatd@ra, a work on the ancient
form of the Mahayan School, published 20 yoars ago by Professor
Minayeff, of St. Petersburgh. I have purchased two codices of the
commentary, one ending with the ninth chapter, and the other con-
taining a commentary on the ninth and the most important chapter
only. The former is in the Nepalese, and the latter in the Maithili
character. The first was copied in the year 1078, A.D., and the latter
during the fourteenth century of the Christian era. The commentary
was written by Prajiakara Crijfiina, and the copyist appears to have
been apupil of his, because in mentioning the name of the commentator,
the copyist always speaks of him as Prajiidkara Tatapaidansm. The com-
mentator wasa contemporary of,and, most probably, a disciple to Dipay-
kara Crijiana, or Atisha, who in 1066 introduced the Mahdydna form
of Buddhism into Tibet. The Commentary is in heauntiful Sanskrit,
and clearly explains manghfﬂf the abstruse doctrines of the Mahayana,
School. The second Buddhist work entitled Buddha-kapdla-{ik@ 18 a
Commentary by Abhaya Kar, on the Buddha-kapila-tantra which is
known only by name. The commentator belonged to the Monastery
of Vikramagila, and the presbnt codex was copied by omne of his
pupils, not later than the twelfth century. The third work is Sam-
putodbhava, in prose, copied in the year 1026. The fourth is Bajradé-
katantra, but the MS. is not complete. The fifth is an ancient but
mutilated copy of the Kuladattapafijikd, a work on Buddhistic temple-
building. T}})xere is a modern copy of this in the Hodgeson, Collection
of the Asiatic Society’s Library.

Of the Hindun works, the most important is an ancient fragment
of a metrical version of the Vrhatkathd. The chapters of this work
end with the colophon Vrhat-kathayam Qlokasamgrahe, &c. From
this it appears that Gunadhya’s great Paigici work in prose, was tran-
slated into Sanskrit verse, before it was abridged by Ksemendra, or
Somadeva Bhatta. .

"The second work is a collection of short Purinas in honour of Civa.
These are (ivapadma, in 12 chapters; (ivapadmottara, in 12 chapters ;
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(teapadmasamgraha, in 12 chapters; Umdmahegrar samvdd in 21
chapters; Civopnihsad, in 8 chapters; and Uttaroftartantra, in 10
chapters, A

The other Hindu works are all well known, but their importance
in this collection, lies in their ancient date. There is a copy of Amara-
kosa, dated 1185; a copy of candakaugika, dated 1331; a copy of
Cuddhivatnikara, of the fourteenth century ; and a copy of Swigitarat-
nikara, dated 1381.

The number of Kdemira MSS. in the Goverment Collection here
is very small, and so advantage was taken of Dr. Grierson’s short stay
at Kagmfr, in 1893, to procure through the good offices of Mr
Rsivar Mukherji, Chief Justice of Kic¢mir, a number of these MSS
Some of these are in birch-bark, others in paper, some in ancient, anc
others in modern, Sarada character. As arule, the birch-bark MSS.
are more ancient than the paper MSS. The birch-bark MSS. are un-
fortunately not in good preservation. The number of MSS. obtained
is twelve, a description of these is given helow :—

1. Bdlabodhing, by Jagaddhara, in birch-bark, appears to he very
wmeient. The vendor has put it down as 1041, AD., but there ig
nothing in the MS. itself to show that it belongs to such an ancient
date. Jt-has neither beginning nor ond; many of the leaves are
broken asunder in the widdle, and séme of the leaves stick together ;
in others, portions of the writing have peeled off.  The work is said
to belong to the Katantra School of Grammar, Biihler purchased
three copies of this work but none appear to beso ancient as the
present Codex,

2. The next MS, in bivch-bark is a copy of Nuisadhacarvitu,
Oy Creibarga, with the commentary of Narahari, entitled Naiswdho
Oipild. Tl ¢odex has no beginning, it ends with the eleventh
canto,  The vendor puts it down at 1141, A, D., But at the end of
the ninth cunto, it is said that the work, Naisadha Carita, was in-
troduced into Kigmlr during. tho reign of Sikandar Shih, who
reigned from 1496 to 1519, A. D., and was one of the greatest icono-
clasts,

arRICswEty gt ST vy | Rpaw@wrta: seai Sayifing

From this it appears certain that the MS, was transcribed after
Sikandar Shal’s time.

3. The third brich-hark MS. is a Commentary on Sdéryya nédma
suhesea, by Rima Néith, who is dignified with the title of Parama
Vedantavit, Both the work and the Commentary are rare; the
text helongs to Bhavisyal DPurana. 1t appears that several works
were bound togethor in one volume, of which only the portion con-
taining Sdryya ndme sahasra has been preserved. It was preceded
by Capkara’s Commentary on Vispu sahasra ndma, of which the
last few lines anly have heen preserved.

4. 'the fourth birch-hark MK. is said to he Nurapatt jeyacaryyd-
17k, a work on Ilindu Astroldgy; but on cxamination, the volume,
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which is in the worst proservation, proved to contain incomplete copies
of several works on Hindu Astrology, such as Narapati jayacaryyd, by
Narapati; Jyotisa ratnamald, by Cripati; Sérdvalf, by Kalyina Barmi,
and others. The MS. secems to be very old, and may, if carefully ex-
amined, yield important results.

5. The fifth MS. from Kiemir is in paper, like the rest; it is
named Laghutrayi, and containg short notes by Vallabha deva, on
Raghuvamgca, Kumirsambhava, and Meghadiita. Vallabha Deva, as a
commentator, is scarcely known.

6. Qisyuhitanyds, by Ugrabhiiti, complete; a commentary on
the Kétantra Grammar.

7.  Subhasitivali, a mere fragment.

8. Kusmanda Mantra-ttké. The Kuyméinda Mantra is from the
Yayurvedn. The commentary is absolutely new; the name of the author
is not given.

9., A bundle of MSS. containing different Tintrika treatises of
varioug extent. A very rare work, dgamakalpalatiki, has only two
Patalas in this Codex.

10. R»dwerkigua, vy Hari datta Migra, is a commentary on the
well-know+ /2 - ", 7., belonging to the Yayurveda.

11. Kavyaprakdsa, complete in ten Ulldsas, with notes written
between the lines and in the margin. :

12.  Stutikusuméfijali, by Jagaddhar Bhatta, with the commen-
tary by Ratnakantha, an inhabitant of Kd¢mir. Thisis a poem in
praise of Civa in 89 chapters.

MANUSCRIPTS OF WORKS COMPOSED IN BENGAL.

Sanskrit Manuscripts in Bengal, naturally divide themselves into
two classes,—works written in Bengal, and works written abroad.
The search for Sanskrit Manuseripts in Bengal is concerned more
intimately with the former than with the latter, though it cannot at
all ignore the existence of the latter class of Manuseripts. The his-
tory of the former class of manuscripts is the history of the intellec-
tual activity of Bengal. Of course, the work in Bengal, in this con-
nection, includes Mithild, Oriess, and Magadha also. Works written
in Magadha were mostly Buddhistic, and it would be in vain to search
‘for them in the province.

There is no doubt that Bengal and Eastern India generally, were
a Buddhist-ridden country. As early as the reign of Agoka, Paundra-
varddhana, where his brother Viti-goka was interned, was a Buddhist
city. Some of the greatest Bnddhist philosophers were born in Ben-
%}ﬂ ; such as Qflabhadra and his nephew, who presided over the Great

onastery at Nilanda for nearly a hundred years, were natives of
Samatata, in Bengal. Brahmanic civilization was introduced into
the country by the five Brahmans brought by Raja Adigir from Ko-
lafica in Kannanj. The dynasty founded by Adigir is said to have
been anti-Buddhistic. One of the kings of this dynasty went so far
as to destroy the primeval Bo tree, under the shades of the spreading
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arms of which Liord Buddha obtained Bodhi knowledge. The perse-
cuting zeal of this monarch, named Caginka, or Cagadhar, induced
him to dig out the roots of the tree and to pour honey into the
holes, so that the ants might destroy the vitality of the remaining roots.
The Brahmans came to Bengal ; they came to propagate Hinduism and
to oppose Buddhism. The Brahmanic genealogies often record the
victory of Brahmans in disputation with Buddhist monks. The
spread of Brahmanism in Bengal, in fact, dealt a death-blow to Bud-
dhism in India. Buddhism retired from the other provinces of India
under the influence of the Vedanta philosophy and the monkish followers
of Capkardcaryya ; but its great stronghold in Eastern India still re-
ma.ineg. The Maithils, and the descendants of the five Brahmans,
assailed them there, not with the weapon used by Cankariciryyaand his
followers, but with weapons of a very different nature;—weapons be-
fore which both the Cunyavada of the Buddhists and the Non-dualism
of Qapkara gave way. Living in the midst of strange and non-Brah-
manic surroundings, the descendants of the five Brahmans soon gave
uptheregular study of the Vedas, and confined their knowledge of these
to the recital and proper understanding of a few Mantras used in their
religious sacraments and ceremonies. (See the opening lines of Hala-
yudha'’s Brahmanasarvasve.) With the Vedas, they gave wup the
study of Upanisads, and thus Veddnta philosophy found no place
in Bengal. The system of philosophy by which they assailed the
Ciinyavida of the Buddhists, is absolute realism of the Vaigesika and
Nyaya philosophy. Just as in the last century, the idealism of Barkeley
and Hume was assailel by the realism of Reid and his followers, so
was ten centuries ago the Cunyavid of the Buddhists assailed by the
Brahmans. The Buddhists reduced everything to nothing, but the
Brahmans believed in the existence of the substratum of various things.
They took to the study of the Vaigestka and Nydye philosophies, wrote
commentaries on the aphorisms, digests, polemics, disputations, and
shewed an activity unparalleled in the history of civilization. At the
time of the Muhammadan conquest, the Maithils took the lead in
intellectual progress. The Buddhists soon disappeared from the soil
of India, but the Maithils again, in their turn, were out-dome by
the Brahmans of Bengal, who founded the last and the most power-
ful school of Nydya philosophy at Nadiya.

The complete 1solation of the Eastern Brahmans from the rest of
India, led to the foundation of various schools of Smrti, or Hindu Law,
all over the area embraced by this report. Some of the older schools,
such as those of Jikana, Crikara, and others, have completely disap-
peared. Those of Candegvara, and Vicaspati Miera, lold their
sway still in Mithild and Silhet. Those of Jimitavihana and Ciila-
pini, displaying the greatest amount of originality in matters of
Hindu Law and Ritual, though decayed, still exercise a powerful
influence in Bengal Proper. Bub the School of Raghunandan has
cast all these into the shade, and suppressed several other less im-
portant schools.

Subsequent to the time of Raghunandan, different parts of Bengal !

'
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developed different schools, but all these look upon Raghunandan as
the chief source of their information. They use, in fact, abridged
forms of Raghunandan’s works.

Side by side with the foundation of the Nadiyd Schools of Nydy«
and Smpti, there arose a vigorous young Sanskrit literature, under
the auspices of the followers of Caitanya. These wrote drawmas,
epics, lyrics and poetics. Gradually, as their community increased,
they wrote on Law and Ritualg, and when they were assailed by others,
they took to philosophical writings also. It is possible, by reading the
Bengali works of this sect, to write a complete history of their Sans-
krit literature ; because no religious sect in India bestowed more care
to keep a complete record of the minutest literary and biographical
informiation interesting to them.

Asregards Grammar, Pinini has superseded every other School
in other parts of India, compelling them fo seek shelter either in
Bengal or beyond India. Bengal seemed to have entertained a latent
aversion to the voluminous works of the School of Pénini and as
the Vedas were not studied there the pandits never felt the want
of a complete and scholarly knowledge of grammar. The practi-
cal spirit of the Brahmans of Bengal zoon perccived that smaller
grammars would answer the purpose better, and so they took to
Katantra, or the Small School, to Mugdhabodha, to Saérasvata, to
Sayksiptasira, and to Supadime, and the commentaries, supplements,
and other works, tending to help the study of these grammars, afford
an interesting field to searchers of Sanskrit Manuscripts, and form a
unique feature in the intellectual progress-of the people of Bengal.

Another interesting feature of the religious activity of Bengal,
is the widespread belief in Tantrik ceremonies, The field of Tantrik
literature has not ag yet engaged the attention of any great European
Oriental scholar. It is difficult to say when the original works on
the Tantras, said to be sixty-four in number, were composed. It is
certain that later Buddhism, both in India or elsewhere, incorporated
much of Tantrik ceremonies. In every collection of Buddhist works,
at least a third belongs to Tantra, But Tantrikism obtained a most
powerful impetus from the writings of Krspananda Agamvigica,
a contemporary of Raghunandan. Since that time there has been
innumerable Tintrik compilations, and the more one goes eastward,
one meets with a larger and larger number of these works. Kamrilp
is said to be the capifal of Tantrik worship, and exploration of MSK.
in Assim is therefore likely to afford much greater light on the his-
tory of the development of this literature. Though a very large
number of collections of MSS. has been examiuned, no complete
work of any original Tantra, has yet been obtained.

Original Tantrika works have been found only in fragments. In-
formation has been received that there exist complete collections of
original Tantras at Natai, in Tippird, and also with Pirpananda svimi,
in Benares. Itlas been arranged that one of the travelling Pandits
will see Natii this cold season. Parninanda has us yet proved inexor-
able. It is the belief amongst learnod Brahmans in Boengal, that the



S b

study of the Tantras was extremely useful to them, in resisting the
fascinating influence of Caitanya’s religion.

Just ag Nadiya was the centre of the study of Nyiya, so was
Khunberd in the district of Midnapore long regarded as the chief
place of astrological studies in Bengal, and the Pandits have as yet
kept up the study of astrology. , Many new works under this head,
were examined in the place, and in its vicinity.

Laksman Sen was a king of Bengal, he established an
era, and it always appeared strange that that' era should be
used exclusively by the Pandits of Mithila. It was with great
difficulty that four or five MSS. were obtained in Bastern and
Southern Bengal, dated in that era. These MSS. again were all writ-
teu in ancientgﬁaithili , and so they did not prove the existence of this
era in Bengal. During the last rainy season, however, the travelling
Pandit, Rakhal Candra Kavyatirtha, was sent to Dinagepur, and he
has brought a number of MSS. of undoubted Bengali origin, dated
in that ers. He has examined many more MSS. bearing date in the
same era. Most of these MSS. are on palm-leaves, and above two
hundred years old. It appears that the Laksman era was displaced
in Bengal by the Hijri, under the influence of the Muhammadan con-
querors. Dinagepur was one of the last conquests of the Muham-
madans, and g0 it patriotically maintained the use of the genmine.
Bengal era. It isa remarkable fact, however, that all paper MSS.
from that place are dated otherwise.

An account of important MSS. composed in Bengal and pur-
chsed during the period under review is given below. o

Nyiva anp Vaigesira,

Lilgvats Kanthabharana, a commentary on the well-known work
by Vallabha Nyiydciryya. Itisby Capkara Migra, the son of Bhava-
néth. The same Capkara who has written a commentary entitled
Viv'rti, on the Pragastabhigya on the Vaigesika aphorisms. From
the notices brought from Dinagepur, it appears that Capkara, the son
of Bhavandth, was not only a philosopher but a poet also, as he has
written a comedy on the marriage of Civa and Parvati, entitled Gauri-
digamvara. .

Anumana-moni-vyakhyd, by Kanid. Kanid plays an important
part in the revival of Sanskrit literature in Bengal during the six-
teenth century. He was a student of Vasudeva Sarvvabhauma, who
established the first 70l at Nadiyi for the study of Nydya. He finish-
ed his education at Mithild and induced his frien(% Raghunath to

roceed to that country. It was, of course, not known that Kanad
oft any works behind him, and it is & matter of great satisfaction to %e
able to unearth and rescue from oblivion, the work cf such an impor-
tant person. .

Gitarahasyaprakdga. This is a unique work. The Gita has sixty-
three.commenbm:les, (see catalogus catalogorum) but none of these
are by a Bengali Tol Pandit. The work did not enjoy the same popu-
larity in Bengel asin every other part of India. It is not known what
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led 8o great a professor of Nydya, as Jagadica, to write a commentary
on this work according to the Vedinte system of philosophy. 1t
would be an interesting study to Vedintists to see how their great
rivals have treated their most favourite works.

PiatanTe =T Teyikhyg.  An old paper MS,, written in a very
gmall hatd, TH<npears to be @ new commentary on Jayadeva Micia's
commentary on the Tuttvacint@amant Part I, The author’s name could
not be found.

Qubdakhandarahasya, by Mathwda Nith, is a very rave work.
Other commentaries by Mathurd Nith have also been sccured, one of
which is Gunaprakdeadidhitirahnsya, which may be vegurded as & com-
mentary in the sixth remove on the Vwigesika-siérus, 1 this way i—

1 Vaicesika-sitras.
Commentary by Pracastapida.
Commentary by Udayana.
Commentary by Va1'ddha1ﬁéna.
Commentary by Giromani.

Commentary by Mathurd Nith.

Similarly, a commentary on the Cindmant, in the third remove,
by Mathuri Nith, has been obtained. This is called Pratyaksa-cloka-
rahasya. Some curious works have been obtained from Bankura by
the exchange of some printed books from Caleutta. These are Karikds
on the Bitras of the various Durganas. They are by one Jagannith
Tarkilankira ; the Karikis are on N y@m and Vaigegika, and there
are short commentaries on Saykhye and Patatijala.

Surrr,

Criddhapradipa, by Pradyumna Qarmi, an inhabitant of Silhet.
T'he work was as yet known only in quotations. A complete but very
dilapidated copy has been acquired, by the exchange of a modern
paper copy, made under my supervision. It appears that Pradyumna
wrote other works also, and that he had a school of his own, the only
work of which has been, thus, saved from oblivion.

Quddhitattirnava, by Grinith Aciryya cidimani, who preceded
Raghunandan at Nadiya, as the founder of a new School of Smrti.
His works end with the word “ drpava.” The names of some of these
works ending with the word drpuve are already known. Quddhi-
tuttv@rnare was known only in quototions. Pandit Bhava Nith
Nyiyaratna, of Ilchoba, has presented this along with other works to
the Socicty.

Cuddhidipikd, by Crinivisa, is another gift by the same learned
pandit. It isa work quoted by Halayudha, the Chiof Justice of King
Laksmana Seni.
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 Krtyaratndkara, by Candegvars, in ancient Maithili character,
dated La. Sam. 892. It contains in the opening verses, some infor-
mation about Candegvara and the Karpataki %)ynasty he served
under, which is not given in the description of the work by Mr.
Eggeling. This has also been acquired in exchange of a paper copy
prepared under my direction.

Qidrdhnikdicira, by Crigarbha, is also the remnant of another
decayed school of Smrti. This is not known to Aufrecht. This has
also beén acquired by a similar exchange. The codex was transeribed
in Sk. 1462, on palm-leaf.

Karmamimdnsddhtkarana. I am not sure whether this is the
name of the codex, but it is a unique and an interesting work, as it
professes to lay down rules of conduct for the people of Gair, who
do not read the Vedas. This is also a gift of Pandit Bhavanith.

Smytisdra Sashgrahe, by Vicaspati; Incomplete. Thisis by a
recent author, who quotes Vicaspati Micra and Raghunandana. This
is a paper MS., apparently old, obtained by the gift of Pandit Bha-
vanith, of Ilchova. '

Krtyamahdrnava, by Viacaspati Migra. The authorship of this
‘work was given away by Vicaspati to his patron, Maharija Harini-
rayan. The work was known only in notices.

Of Smrti works written after Raghunandans, an important work
named Smréisarvasva, has been secured at Khair. This is based on
Raghunandana, and is something like an abridgment of his vast works.
It was written by Niriyana Banarji, of Khanakul, who founded a
new school based on Raghunandana, Tradition says that this author,

“who goes by the name of Banarji Thakura, completed metrical
abridgments of all the twenty-eight Tattvas of Raghunandana, of
which only Quddhikéirikd is extant, copies of which have been secured.

Two Yattvas, namely, Grahayajia prayogatattva and Vivdhddi-
prayogatativa, over and above the twenty-eight well-known tattvas of
Raghunandana, have also been secured. Some learned men consider
these to be apocryphal, probably because all the Paddhatis by
Raghunandana, along with his Samskaratattva, were rejected by the
learned men of his age. His Tirthatattva, too, not included in the
twenty-eight, has been acquired.

Brahma-sanskira Mafijari, by Nériyana Thikur, the founder of
the Bhatpird family of Paundits.

Jigndnandatarangins, by Krgninanda, is a unique work on the
Banskaras, or sacraments,

TANTRAS.

Of the original Tuntras copies of the following have been

gecured :—

Poramandnda-tantra, Bhitaguddhi-tantra, Siddhalaharistantra,
A'kigabhairavatantra, Kalivilasa-tantra, A'tmarahasya-tontra, Lingdr-
ccand-tamtra, Vidadhatisamaydedra, Dattétreya-tantra, Vrhatbhitaddma-
ratantra, Kulactidimani and Tontracidamans Vrhatrudrajgmalastantra,
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Nigamalata, and Vimakegvaratantra. In the absence of any informa-~
tion about their extent, it is not possible to say whether the codices
acquired are complete. Some of the works are absolutely unique,
such as Bidadhatisamaydciratantra, Siddhalaharitantra, Vrhatrud-
rajimalatantra, and Tantraciddémant. When, and under what circums-
tances, and in what countries the original Tunéres were com-
posed, is not known. It would not be out of place to hazard a
conjecture here that these were the text-books of the various sects
of Bhaivavs and Képélikas mentioned in the Capkararijaya, who
are said to have been defeated in argument by the great Cap-
kardciryya ; that these dark philosophers of the forest, who performed
awful ceremonies, away from human habitation, exercised powerful
influence on the ignorant people of India is evidenced by the intro-
duction of such characters as the Kapalika Aghoraghanta in a
popular work like the Milati-Mddhava. The hrahmans in Eastern
Iudia, starting from these original works made varions compila~
tions, invested the mystic formule of the Tdntriks with the import-
ance of vedic mantras, gave them Rigis, chandah, and Devatd, and
ab last procured or mannfactured texts to invest the Tantras with
the authority of the Vedas. They, in fact, substituted the great
Tantrik ceremonies of Durgdpijd, Jagaddhatripajd, Kalipijé, &e., for
the great Cranta ceremonies of the Vedas. Of these compilations
the most famous are those by Pdrninanda, his Guru Brahmananda
and Krspénanda Agamavigica. During the period under review,
copies of the following Téniérik compilations have been secured :—

1. Abhijfignaratnivali, by Riminanda, son of Vignvananda,
o big work, with 425 large leaves; closely written, yet incomplete.

2.  Timiracondrikd, by Rimratna.

8. Yogakalpalatikd, by Krgnadeva.

Besides these unique works, several rare works have been ob-
tained by purchase.

JYOTISA.

Of Jyotisa the following seemed to be undoubtedly of Bengali
origin
Jyotirnirnaya, by Govinda Nyayavigica,
Jyotihsdra, by Rimasatya.
Bhavarthamafijari, by Acyuta.
Aqkacadamant.
Adbhutasagarasira, by Cripati.
Fothipradipa, by Raghunandana.
Adbhutadarpana, by Madhaviciryya,

NS AR~

Brartr CAsTRAs.

These are works by the followers of Caitanys, and they are
unique :—

1. Krsuebhaktiprakdge.
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2. Haribhaktikalpalatiks, by Crikrena Sarasvat!. Besides these,
there have been collected several Kathigranthas, that is, abstracts
of Purdnas and other works on Bhakti, in order to help the ¢ Kathakas,’
or reciters, in their work of explaining the poetical beaunties and doc-
trines of the Purapas to evening assemblages of H/indu listeners.

Puriyas.

/
One unique Pawrdnike work has been a,c% ired during the period
under review, namely, Visnudharma. The MB. does not agree with
the notice of the same work, as given in No. 2298 of the Notices, by
Raja Réjendralila Mitra. A MS. of Dharmapurdnae has also been
acquired, ,
VYAKARANAS,
Kagikavrttivivaranapasjiki, by Jinendra Buddhi, a work on the

Pénini School of Grammar, has been acquired at Dinagepur. A copy
>f Sretidhara’s Commentary on Bhasdurtti, has also been acquired.

-

MuepEABODEA SOHOOL.

Mugdhabodha is & very short work, and so several works havebeen
written as its Parigisfas, or Appendices. Two of these, one by
-Kégicvara, and the other by Nandakigor Cakravartti, as well as
Ramananda’s Tika, on Mugdhabodha, has been acquired.

SamrgieTAsieA SCHOOL.

Vydkaradipthi by Nyayapaficinana, son of Vidyavinod has been
purchased. The codex is complete and quite fresh, though copied
in Sk. 1684,

Kairantra ScHOOL.

Copies of Kaldpacandrikd, and Kaldpatattvirnova, are the only
two important works of this School which have been acquired during
the period under review. Safkdérake, by Bahasanandi, a follower of
Buddha, is another important work of this School, The /W'riter salutes
Buddha in the following terms :—

i TCTd T P vaume | FrerTaRATeE § g% TR §
OrEER VYAKARANAS.

Several new and unique grammatical compilations have been
acquired. Of these the chief are—

%abdamtnélcwm, by Kicicvara,
dhkyagovinde, by Rimegvara Sen.

Séralahari, by Kavicandra, known only in quctations,

Only one Veddnta work has been acquired from Bankura. The
name of the work is Abhedajayagri. The MS.is in the Devanagari
character, showing that very few Bengalis cared forit. The work
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appears to have been composed in Bengal, because the author, Bhatta
Venadatta Acaryya, has an undoubted Bengali title, Tarkavigica.

A fragment of another very important work has been acquired,

named Degdvalivivrti, by Jagannitha Pandit, composed about 200

eas ago, under the patronage of a Ksatriya Raji in the district of
'i’atna. It treats of the history and geography of eighteen different
countries, commencing from Bebar Bastward. It includes descrip-
tions of Burma, Siam, and othercountries in the Bastern Penin-
sula. The conquests and character of Raji Sucandra, an ancient
Buddhist King of Magadha, remind us of King Agoka. The Thdthut-
thang, a Burmese work, also mentions the conquests of King Suc-
endra. It gives an interesting account of the origin of the Yogf
caste, and of the struggle between the Rijaputrakas and Bhdimihiras
for ascendency in Behar during the Musalman period.

The operations of the last three years have considerably increased
our knowledge of ancient Bengali literature. Hit erto, the latter
end of the sixteenth century was regarded as the period for the
commencement of Bengali literature, that is, learned people thought
that the followers of Caitanya were the first pioneers of Bengali
Poetry, and that the Vaisnava literature was-the earliest effort towards
the formation of a Vernacular literature in Bengal. But Bengali
works of a much higher antiquity have been received or discovered
within the last three years, and every one of them from some out-of-
the-way corner of the Province. One work is dated 1495 A. D.;
another was written during the reign of Husain Shih, 1491 to 1523 ;
a third was composed during the reign of Nasrat Shah, the successor of
Husain Shah. Some of these works were written under the patronage
of somie Muhammadan grandees, who seem to have followed the
settled policy of the Bengal Saiyad Dynasty, of conciliating the-
Hindu population by encouraging the growth and development of
their Vernacular literature. It seems certain that before the acces-
sion of this dynasty to power, Bengal had alveady a strong body of
Vernacular writers, and that the Vernaculars were encouraged by
the higher classes of Society, the Kiyasthas and Brahmans. Mala-
dhar Basun, who obtained from his Mubammadan sovereign the title
of Gunaraj Khin, and who is the founder of one of the most aristocra-
tic Kéyastha clans of Bengal, translated between the years 1472 and
1482, the 10th and 11th Skandhas of the Qrimadbhagarat in beautiful
Bengali verse. Krtlivisa, who was hitherto considered to be a con-
temporary of Akbar, was the grandson of Muriri Ojhd, and ninth in des-
cent from one of the Brahmans who received Kulinism from Ballal Sen.
Krttivésa, therefore, must have flourished by the middle of the fifteenth
century. He composed a Bengali work on the life and achievements of
Réma, differing widely from the version given by Vilmiki. What led
" to this literary activity amongst the higher classes is not yet known,
but there are indications by which it may be guessed. It is said
that the goddess of Serpents and Mangal Candi used to be largely
worshipped by the lower classes, and the Brahmans who deserted
their own camp and became the priests of these aboriginal deities,
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suddenly rose to wealth and power. There were the worshippers of
Dharmardj, too, who all belonged to the lowest order of society.
The works written for the glorification of these aboriginal deities,
were in the Vernacular, and this fact ensured for them a popularity
which the Bralimanic deities wanted. The Brahmans, therefore.
were compelled to adopt this new method of propagandism, and
translate the great stories of the Ramdyuna, Mahdbhdrata and
Qrimadbhigavata into Bengali,  There is no doubt, that the Manasi
literature iy the oldest in Bengal, for Bipra Dis, who wrote in 1495,
appears to have consnlted many previous works. The story of
Dharmarij, which is the remmant of popular Buddhism in Bengal
also has gone through various transformations till it was finally
settled by the genius of Ghanarim, in 1710, s

From all this it appears that Bengali literature at its earliest
stage, that is, in the 14th and 15th centuries, was confined to the lower
orders of people and to the aboriginal deities,—Manasi, Mangal
Candi, and Dharma.

2. That during the 15th century the higher class of Hindus
;ook to writing Bengali for the purpose of propagating their own
aith, :

3. That the Saiyad Dynasty patronized Vernacular literature
as 8 means of conciliating H}irndus of all classes.

4. That by the middle of the 16th century the followers of
Caitanya made the Vernacular the principal medium of preaching
their religion, and wrote a very large number of works in Bengali.

5. 'With the decline of the activity of Caitanya’s followers, the
Brahmanists took up the Vernacular, and during the whole of the
last century wrote a very large number of excellent works.

The operation of the last three years in search of manu-
scripts in Bengal, has brought to light the following Bengali works,
which were consigned for a long time to undeserved oblivion :—

Mdhasd, by Bipra Dis Pippaldi, written in 1495, after con-
sulting previous works on the subject. A paper has already been writ-
ten based on this work on the antiquity of the places on the banks of
the Hugli. (See Proceedings, July 1898). This MS. is, unfortunate-
ly, in a very fragmentary condition. E

Munasd, by Dvija Vamgi Das, written a little after Bipra Das,
containing a glowing description of a sea voyage by a Bengali, has
been obtained from Babu Umskigor Ray, Deputy  Inspector of
Schools, Dacca. The codex is worm-eaten, with its leavés sticking
together from age and want of care.

A fragment of Dharmamaygal, by Rip Ram, who preceded Ghana~
ram in describing the story of Dharma.

Ramayana, by Krttivisa, acquired at Komilla. Since the introduc-
tion of printing in Bengal, this work has gone through various edi-
tions, but ignorant editors have largely interfered with the text of the
author, and have to a very great extent given it a modern air. The
Komilla codex differs greatly from the printed editions, and is' likely
to be nearer to what the author wrote.
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Crikrsnarijay, by Gupardj Khin, acquired at Vispupur, in
Bankura. Babu Kedir Niath Datta, a retired Deputy Collector, who
has published an edition of this work, edited it from a worm-
eaten bad manuscript. Our codex is complete, and in very good
preservation.

Mahibharata, by KavindraParamegvara, written under the patron-
age of Pardgal Khin, of Chittagong, a distinguished general of
Husain Shih, acquired at Komilla. This is a Bengali version of the
Sanskrit work, entitled Jaimini Bh@rata,in its entirety. It is enrious
that only the Agvamedha Parva of this work is extant in Sanskrit.

Acvumedha Parva, by Qrikar Nandi, written under the patronage
of Cuti Khén, the son of Parigal Xhin, deposited at the house of
Anukdl Candra Réy, at Komilla.

Mrhdabhirata hy Safijuyu, acquired at Komilla. This is also aRen-
gali version of the Juimini Bhirate in its entirety, differing from that
of Kavindra Puramegvara. The style and idiom of tho two worky are
so exactly alike, that the authors scem to have flourishiod much abourt
the same ago.

Krsne Mangal, by Madhav Aciryya, belonging to the family
of Caitanya’s sccond wife, Vispupriyi. The work is yet. vecited
very extensively by the Vawispara Conmnunity.  This has been
acquired at Visnupur by the exchange of eertam printed works.

Krsue pralkden ratng, copied at Visoupur, a Bengali version of
the ('rémadbhdgarata.

An acconnt of Caitanya’s life, by Ciddmani Dis, acquived at
Visnupur

Prema vilis, by Navabari Cakravarttf, copied at Vispupur.
Pandit Ram Nariyaga Vidyiratna, of Berhampur, has published an
edition of this work, but the codices consulted by him scem to differ
from the codex from which this eopy is-made.

Adbhude Bim3 yana, by Jugatrim and his son Rimprasad, written
m Sk, 1677, Adikinda and Lagkikinda.  Acquired at Porulia.

Kelilkd Mugyal, by Krsparam Dis, acquired at Vignpupur, The
codex was copied at Caleutta in 1753, by one Anandarim for two
rupees and two picees of cloth. Krsuardim was an inhabitant of
Nemid, seven miles to the north-cast of Calentta.

Huri-Hara Mapgal acquired from Birsimhi.

Inpian MSS.

It would bo impossible to deal with works other than thowe
composed in Bengal, within the short compass of this Report ; nor is
the Report expected to give an exhaustive account of all Sanskrit
works written all over India.  An attempt will bo made here to give
some account of MSS. acquired during the period under review., .

A copy of tho Rigveds has heon acguired at Benares. Tt is
complete in cight Asfakus. The chief importavce of thisx MS. is thas
the first part of it, containing the first Asfaka, murks it as belong-
ing to the Ciagkhdyana Qikha.
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A MBS. of the Vdjasaneya Pritigikhya was acquired at Benares.

A rather incomplete MS. of Siyana’s Commentary has been
acquired, simply because it bears date of the sixteenth century.

A complete MS. of Uvata’s Commentary on the ‘“White Yayur-
veda ” has been acquired.

A number of paddhatis, on which so much stress was laid by my
predecessor Raja Rajendraldl Mitra, has been acquired.

One of the oldest Smrti compilations is the Krtya Kalpataru,
by Laksmidhara, who composed his work under the patronage of
King Govinda Candra, of Kannauj, in the early part of the
twelfth century. One entire volume of this large work, namely,
Déinakhanda or Dinakalpataru, has been recovered from Dinajpur.
Tt is a palm-leaf MS. dated both in La. Sam. and Sk. in ancient
Bengali. A MS. of.the Moksakalpataru also has been acquired.

Munipaticaritais the only good Jain MS. acquired. Itisa modern
copy, on I?Jdian paper. Siryya-prajiapti-tik@ also a Jain MS. but in-
complete, is a work on astrology.

Kiregavijoyavydkhyd, acquired at Vikramapura, is a Veddnta
work of some importance.

Anipavildsa, a little known Smrét work, composed under the
patronage of Anipasimha Rathor, has been acquired.

I have given an account of the work of searching Sanskrit MSS.
during the last three years. Altogether notices of 1,400 works have
been secured and 980 MSS. purchased. But the work is yetincomplete.
I have prepared a list of places visited during the incumbency of Riji
Rijendralala Mitra, a printed copy of which I attach to this; and I
have given above the names of districts and villages visited during
my time. From this it will be apparent that Jessore, Faridpore,
Barisdl, Noikhili, and Chittagong remain yet to be visited, and one ex-
cursion only was made to the whole Province of Orissa, by the Pandit
engaged by Riji Rijendralala Mitra. That Province will have to
be thoroughly explored, as well as the whole of Southern Behar. The
work of searching Bengali MSS. has only commenced, and the Govern-
ment of India has recently imposed the work of searching Hindi works,
t00,and arrangements will soon be made in consultation with the Nagars
Pracarini Sabhd, of Benares for undertaking this new work.

Under these circumstances I would request the Council to move
the Government to continue the grant for another term of 5 years.
It would not be out of place to point out here that when my last
report was submitted, there was a year and some months yet to run,
and the Council recommended the continuation of the grant for
three years. It was naturally expected that the grant would termi-
nate on the 81st March 1890, but instead of that the letter of the
Home Delif,rtment has fixed the limit on the 81st of March 1895, ‘..,
a year earlier. -

ST - 1 have the Horior, to be,
- . Sir,
Your most Obedient Servant,

HARAPRASAD SHASTRT.
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AN ALPIOABETICAL LIST OF MANUSCRIPTS
NOTICED BY THE LATE RAJA RAJENDRALALA
MITRALL.D.C. 1. E,

(From 1870 To 1891.)
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AN ALPHABETICAL INDEX
SHOWING

THE PLACET OF DEPOSIT OF
MANUSCRIPTS NOTICED.
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